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ZHONG KUI EXHIBITION OF MASTERO XIA JING SHAN
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ABOUT XIA JING SHAN
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Born in Shouguang, Weifang, Shandong, Xia
Jing Shan, courtesy name Guang-Hua, also
known as Nan-Chu, Pu Qian, Lin Sheng, Lin
Chang Shou, and Hui Zhi. He was under the
tutelage of renowned painter Guo Weiqu.
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Following his military platoon, Xia arrived in Taiwan in 1949 and he

built a solid foundation for Buddhism under the guidance of Master
Nan Ting, Changkya Khutukhtu, Nan Huai-Chin.
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Xia has trained a group of exceptional meticulous Chinese painting
artists including Lee Ku-Mo, Chen Kuei-Cheng, Zhang Shan-Jing,
Chiang Ming-Fa (Hsiao-Hung), Liao Chun-Min (Tien-Ho), Zhong
Wan-Hua, Chen Zhen-Qiang, Yang Kun-Chi, Wu Song-Feng,Liu
Chao Mu, Liu Shih-Hsien,and Lai Wen-Sen, Huang Fan-Yue.
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Xia moved to the United States in the 1970s. He
devoted himself to promoting Chinese culture and
arts to many prominent figures in politics including

Governors of California, Gerald Ford and Jimmy
Carter, Presidents of the United States.
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Xia had good relationships with many buddhist gurus

including Karmapa, Shamarpa and Yogi C.M and
Kyabje Kalu Rinpoche
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Xia's painting, Seven Sages of the Bamboo Grove,

is in the collection of the Asian Art Museum in San
Francisco, USA.
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Xia Jing Shan assisted with the restoration work at
many distinguished Buddhist temples, including the

Gaoming, Longxing and Famen Temple.
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Due to his personal spiritual
training and philosophy in 1988,
Xia made the choice to dedicate
the remainder of his life to
creating Buddhist paintings.
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In 1994, Xia founded "Jing
Shan College of Art" in Beijing
where he gave pro bono classes
on calligraphy and painting for
students in poverty and provided
them with allowance and
accommodation for over twenty
years.
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Painted and published 5,163 Buddha portraits with

many students, Buddha Collection is praised as the
"portraiture version of The Chinese Buddhist Canon" .
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In 2014, Xia founded the "Xia a—

Jing Shan Arts and Culture
Foundation" in Taiwan.The

Xia's painting Avalokite§vara
is in the collection of The
Palace Museum in Beijing.

*03.16-06.15 foundation has been devoted to
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since its establishment.
"Buddha Archives-Xia Jing Shan's Buddha Painting
Exhibition", Palace of Prolonged Happiness, Palace 2018
Museum, Beijing
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The exhibition, "Xia Jing Shan Art Exhibition", was
2012~ presented at the National Museum of China with

Meditating Avalokitesvara, and other nine Xia's
+01.19-01.22 paintings, became a part of the museum's permanent
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“Los Angeles Fine Art Show: Historic & Traditional”,
Los Angeles Convention Center, Los Angeles,
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“Xia Jing Shan Buddhist Art Exhibition” at the
“Buddha’s Skull Relic Blessing Ceremony”, Macau East
Asian Games Dome, Macau.
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Master Xia Jing Shan is appointed as the Honorable
Chairman of "World Buddhist Art Forum".
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Master Xia Jing Shan passed away peacefully in Los
Angeles, United States, on 23rd September.
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“Niushou - Infinite Art —Contemporary
Maestro, Xia Jing Shan Calligraphy
and Painting Art Exhibition”, Niushou
Mountain Usnisa Palace, Nanjing.
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Asian Art Museum, San Francisco Palace Museum, Beijing
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Seven Sages of Bamboo Grove, Xia Jing Shan, Avalokitesvara, Xia Jing Shan,
color on paper ink and color on paper
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Avalokitesvara, Xia Jing Shan,
color on silk
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Xia Jing Shan Academy, Niushoushan Buddhist Cultural Fo Guang Shan Taipei Vihara
Nanjing University Development Foundation
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Drinking Tea under the Tree, Xia Jing | Buddha, Xia Jing Shan, color Avalokitesvara, Xia Jing Shan,
Shan, ink and color on paper on paper ink and color on paper
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Avalokitesvara, Xia Jing Shan,
color on paper
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XIA JING SHAN ARTS & CULTURE FOUNDATION

FHi LGS A8 BILEH: | Xia's Masterpieces * Endure for Generations
AL 4435207 | Philanthropic Culture - Magnificent Art
JERAIEE 253541 | Selfless Devotion to the Society %
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The Xia Jing Shan Arts and Cultural Foundation was founded in Taiwan in 2014. The chair is Kuei-Ying
Shiah, and Dr. Chao Chung-Chieh serves as CEO. The Foundation aims to allow the general public to see
the vast Chinese cultural essence embodied in Xia's artworks and the aesthetical depth demonstrated by his

exquisite art.

In order to achieve this goal, the Foundation plans exhibitions in various cultural centers, universities, and
temples. The Foundation provides "Xia Jing Shan Social Innovation Scholarship" and issues the Jing Shan
Aesthetics magazine and Journal of Xia Jing Shan’s Art. The first "Jing Shan Classic Cultural and Creative
Arts Award" was held in 2017 to encourage new generations to dialogue with classic oriental calligraphy
and painting arts. It aims to deepen the diverse heritage of cultural and creative industries and trigger new
art design momentum.

In 2018, the website of "Xia Jing Shan Digital Achieve" collects digital editions of Xia Jing Shan’s
works to facilitate the research of various paintings and calligraphy. It also promotes cultural and creative
industries. The Foundation co-held Xia Jing Shan Academy, with Nanjing University, to pass down Chinese
calligraphy and painting’s cultural heritage. Since 2019, the Foundation has collaborated with the Centre of
Buddhist Studies at SOAS, the Center for China-US Cooperation, University of Denver, Prague College,
Lisbon University, ISCTE Lisbon University Institute, and Nanhua University to promote Xia's Aesthetics.

The Xia Jing Shan Arts and Culture Foundation and the Fo Guang Shan Foundation for Buddhist Culture &
Education co-organized touring solo exhibitions to honor Master Xia. In April 2020, "Jing Shan Classic -
Maestro of the Buddhist Art: Xia Jing Shan's Exhibition" was held at the Fo Guang Shan Buddha Museum.
In August, "Jing Shan I$vara - Maestro of the Buddhist Art: Xia Jing Shan's Avalokite$vara Exhibition" was
held at Fo Guang Shan Taipei Vihara. In January 2021, "Jing Shan Avatamsaka - Maestro of Buddhist Art:
Xia Jing Shan's Bodhisattva Exhibition" was held at Fo Guang Yuan Taichung Art Gallery.

The Xia Jing Shan Arts and Culture Foundation cooperated with Sotheby's Institute of Art, London, in 2020
on the "XJS & Sotheby's Oriental Art" to launch a series of online art courses in 2021 to promote Master
Xia's Buddhist paintings to the world.The “ Oriental Premier Art Project”, the first and only cooperation
between the Xia’s Foundation and Sotheby’s Institute of Art London, aims to set up a premier art institute
through a virtual platform. The virtual program officially started in March, 2021 and It's highly praised and
appreciated by the public.
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Immortal Officials of Happiness, Wealth, and Longevity Gather in Celebration:
Zhong Kui Exhibition of Mastero Xia Jing Shan

Xia Jing Shan, 1923-2019, is recognized as the first Buddhist Art Maestro across centuries.
His Buddhist painting art transcends the image norms of religious belief and creates a new
realm of cross era aesthetics. His works are in the collection at the Asian Art Museum in
San Francisco, the Palace Museum in Beijing, the National Museum of China, and the Fo

Guang Shan Buddha Museum.

Maestro Xia Jing Shan began to paint Zhong Kui in his 80s. His style and technique
towards this piece inherited traditional calligraphy and literati painting. Different from
the traditional impression of Zhong Kui, the exorcism, there are many novel images of
Zhong Kui. These include the self-conscious and innovative Zhong Kui enjoying flowers,
watching tides, and watching waterfalls, among others. The calligraphy on the paintings
is derived from Xia’s experience of learning Buddhism. He integrated the auspicious
meaning often found in Buddhist paintings in the art. The Zhong Kui series continues
the exquisite, delicate and rich colouring style in Xia's Buddhist paintings, showing Xia's

adroit skills and strong ink delights. It presented a peaceful and joyful atmosphere.

This exhibition features a selection of Xia Jing Shan’s paintings of Zhong Kui to give
Lunar New Year blessings to the viewers. The display is divided into four sections: Zhong
Kui Moving His House, Blessing Zhong Kui, The Scholar Zhong Kui and Zhong Kui with
Buddhist Heart. Based on the creative environment of Chinese painting, there is a creation
of a unique spiritual level and space of Zhong Kui's image. The exhibition aims at making

the viewer feel peaceful both physically and mentally.
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